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view upon Trade, with juftifying, as 

the Complainer calls it, the Encroach- 
ments of the Dutch upon our Trade, whe- 
ther African Trade or other —— And the 
Author offers to me a Quefiijon—— Why 
we fhould rot rfle& upon the Dutch Eo- 
croachmeats on our Fifhing Trade, which, 
fays he, Thev bave no Right to And 
we anght.tc beet ther out of it? 

I find the Author of this Quarrefling 
Letier, fludi-s so draw meinta an Enquiry 
adout.our Fifbivg Trade, gnd 1 sm content, 
ws far as 1 bave leifure, ¢o sal of it. here— 
Buc F thab confine my (elf ¢o the Poiat, as 


] Have been charg’d fince my laft Re- 


— ers 


it will lie before usin Matter of Right and 
Wrong, J mean the Title to the Trades 
and there it will keep pace with the African 
Trade, the Right to which is fo much Debs- 
ted, and which is aSubje@ L have been up- 
on fome Time —-——=[ have, for a long 
Time, refolv’d to enter into the Fifhing 
Trade, as a proper Sabj-@ for this Paper, 
efpecially asit relates to Scotland aud Hol. 
land, but the Time for that is not yetoum 
But to fpeak to the Point of Right and 
Wrong, in Trade, I fhall jointhe Africas 

and the Fifhing Trade together. 
The Scots had formerly the whole Her. 
ving Fifbery; the Dutch and Bees 
oy 


they are cal'd, came upon the Coaft, and 
bacghc the Herrings Upon the Aigh-Ses 
of the Sors Fifhermen, juft as we go to 
Newfoundland, and buy Cod-fith of the 
Bankers .or Fifhermen, who Cure them 
there ome To this Day, J believe, the 
Trade had remain’d to the Scots, had not 
their own Folly Loaded the Trade with 
fuch an Inconvenience, as made it intole- 
rable to the Dutch-———This was forbidding 
the Fishermen to fel their Fifth at Sea, but 
obliging them to bring them all om Shoar, 
and co (el them in the Market —— This 
fpoil’d the Fifb, and render’d them ufelefs 
to the Dutch, and fo drove them to the 
Neceffity of fitting out Buffes, or Fithing- 
Veffels, to go a Fitbing in tor themfelves. 

They lay this Folly to the Charge of the 
Royal Burghs , or Corporation-Towns in 
Scotland, who, at the Convention of the 
Burghs, Commanded that’ no Foreigner 
fhould buy any Fifh till the Burgeffes were 
féry’d —— As much an Enemy as] am to 
Corporation Tyranoy, I will not affirm 
they coyld be fo fimply Proud, to make 
that thd Reafon 5 but certain it is, they 
made a Law, and it is yet to be feen, that 
the Fifhermen fhould fel no Fifh but on 
Shoar — And this rendering the Fifh Stule, 
and unfit for Curing, the Dutch could by 
no means boy them, and by Confequence, 
were driven by Force, tocatch them for 
themfelves, and this joft the Trade to Scot- 
hand ame And whocan biame the Dutch 
forthis ? 

The fame thing may be alluded to, ir 
Africa ——— If you will chrow away that 
Trade, as che Scots did their Herting Fih- 
ing—— If you will notlet your Company, 
that would preferve it, carry on the Trade, 
but throw it open toal the World —— It 
the Planters go to the Dutch for Negroes, 
your Trade not beiog able to fupply them 
—— You cannot blame the Dutch——— Bus 
thas by the by. 


Toreturn to the Herring-Trade 3 when 
ever we have thought fit to Quarrel with 
the Dutch, this is trump’d up upon them, 
asone Claufes and the great Crime the 
Dub are Guilty of, is, That they Fith on 


= > ‘ hd 7 / h a a ngs 
as . rs teat 
our Coaft-=——=—= Or to put it in our State 
Language, They Fifh is our SEAS a Pre- 
“tence-about as Honourable, asour Attempt 
upon their Smyrna Fleet in Days of yore, 
was, whofe only Offence was, That they 
Sail’d through the Chaonel, of io Eugis(b, 
that they came where we theught wo might 
catch them=—————- Tho’ we faild in chat 


too. . 

I muft confef, I never yet (aw that Point 
determin’d, howfar any Mat, or Nation, 
could claim a Right to this or that part of 
the Sea, exclative ofanother ; nor by what 
Authority that Word OUR SEAS, was 
taken up: The World, God inhis Provi- 
dence determin’d for the Ufe of Man, and 
he gave him Livery and Seif of its whole 
Extent, as his Property, as foon as he made 
him ——— Genefis 1.28. Be Fruitful and 
Multiply, and an the Earth, and Sub- 
due it, that is, poffefs ic ; But wefind no 
Poffeffion given him of the Sea, fo as to call 
it, his Property God Almighty 
‘feems to have given him the Barth as his 
own Poffeffion 5 but the Sea referv'd in ge- 
neral, feem’d to be the great Common, not 
to be parted or divided 3 not to be pof- 
fefs’d or fubdu’d, but for the general ue. of 
al the Tenants of that great Farm, the 
Earth ; which God, the great Lord of the 
Manotr, referv’d in hisown Royalty, gi- 
ving the Herbage, viz. The Fifh, for their 
Ufe in common, but keeping the Property 
in himf: And the Diftin@ion is plain 
—— He bad bim Subdue the Earth, that 
is, he gave him the Power and Property 
there ————=-. But the Words follow, And 
bave Dominion over tbe Fifhes of the Sea—— 
He gave him no Property ot theSea it- 
felf; only a Dominion over the Fith,. that 
is, juft as the Tenants of the Manour feeds 
in Common upon the waft, but the Right 
is referv’d to the Lord of tie Royalty. 

The Sea feems to me to be the great 
Common of al) the Creation ;- all have a 
Right to Range in it, none have an’ Exclu- 
five Property to any part of it 3 the Fith 
were given to Man in general, and every 
Man in the World has an equal Property 
to them=———~ Nor can any real Title be 
brought to any part of the Ocean, by any 

Man, 


Fal 
Sk 
Tee 


Maa 
World. 


aos a / 5 mike . 
any Nation of Men in th 


‘Upon this Foot, I do not fee how we 
can Quarrel with the Dutch, for Fifhing on 
OUR SEAS, as we call them ——— The 
Sea is theirs as wellas ours, and the’ Fifh 


Man, of 


in the Sea given in common to them,-and 


tous, and to any Nation in the World, 
that can come to catch them=—————._ And I 
fhould be glad to fee all our Pretenders to 
the Right of Fifhing, come and thew us 
the Bounds of their >» and draw 
the Lines of their Dominion : God, for their 
Mortification, has wip’d out the Marks of 
their Pretenfions, by fuffering the Liquid 
World toreceive no Impreffion, or wear 
any Badge of its Submiffion to Humane aps 
poiotment. ; 

From hence we might argue very much 
ia poy of Reafoniog, to our Planting 
Colonies in wild and remote Countries; 
What Title, What Claim do we make to 
our Colonies Abread, either in Virginia, the 
Iflands, Africa, and the Gold Coaft,’ or 
any where elfe ? Ar leaft, What, that we 
fhould pretend to probibit others fettliog 
there alfo? And therefore I thiok, the 
Scots Settlemeat at Darien, had no juft pre- 
tence againft it from the Spaniards, but it 
was the Property of the Scots as much as 
of the Spaniards. 

The African Company have fertled Co- 
lonies, and built Forts and Caftles, en the 
Coafof Africa; here they have a Settled 
Property, how they came by it, is not the 
Queftion———T he Dutch come and Bu ild 
by them, fo far I believe Property is on an 
equal Foot but ifthe Dutch come to take 
it from them, that would be Robbery and 
uojaft Here comesa Parcel of Peos 
ple, and they fay Ne, but you fhall Trade 
thither no longer 3 We will have your Forts 
and Caftles from you, of the Gavernment 
fhajthave them ; We will give you what 
we pleafe for them Not at all re- 
garding either what they Coft the Proprie- 
tors, or whether they are willing to part 
with them. 

‘Now what fhall we call this? Isit not 
Robbery and Theft ? No, ‘ay they, 
for we will do it by Law; the more the 


= a 


“Theft All, thy I; becaute cover’ : 
lour’d over ba Fit phe ati Pp pines 


Icistrue, thatin many Cafes, A 
fiament are made to ahlige Ceotuesepecy 


with Land, Houfes, &. wpon Publick 
Occafions 5 fuch as cutting Rises Dreins, 
Navigation, andthe like; and then al- 
Ways to prevent Injury, theValue is referr’d 
te vase Judges, to fee that the Owner 
had no Injury ———= But was ever a Law 
made to take away a Man’s Houfe to give 
to another, only becaule that other had a 
Mind to live in it? This is a piece of Juftice 
peculiar to our Separate Traders. 


Now fuppofe the Company (ays, We will 


wot Sel our Forts and Cafiles, Willan - 
liament take them away from beer” an 
give them to thefe Separate Men? Or we 
will not Sell them’ under fuch and fuch a 
Price=— Will any Parliament fay you thall 
Sell them without any fach Price p———. 
This a Parliament may do, becaule they 
can do any Thing —But by no other Rule 
can they do it than by the fame, with which 
they may take away a Man’s Wife, and 
ee sont ? Soe he 

0 not think, litterally (peak. 
ing, that any Parliament could ligully ore: 
vent the Company felling their Sectlements 
to the Dutch, if the Separate Traders ob- 
tain'd the Ruining cheir Trade, aad yee 
refus’d to give a Price forthem 3 nor do I 
think they could be punith’d for itby any 
Law now io being, If they fhould fell them 
tothe Dutch ; fince they are their meer 
Property, purchas’d with their Money, and 
no Way under the Government of the Pub- 
lick at all. 

But what need we Debate this Poine ? 
That the Dutch will have them all, if the 
Company is fuffer’d thus to Langutfh, and 
fheuld beat laft, forc’d to abandonthem, 
is out of doubk— And I canoot but thinkit 
is worth the while of the prefent Parlia- 
ment, to Enquire into one Queftion that 
was never ask’d yet, and that is thiss Is 
thers not an Abjfolute Neecffity of derermining 
shisgreat Debaré this very Seffion? And will 
not the Trade be entirely lof? without Recove- 
ry to this Nation, if it be mor, Either tothe 
Dutch or to fome- body elfe ? 

The 


(Orie 


oa, 


“The Company is upon the Wheel, Lan- 
guifhiag aad Disjointed 5 either fet them 


tree, and déliver them from the Tortrre— 


of their conftant Evil Genius, the Separate 
Traders, who haunt aod weary them to 
Death, or give them the Coup de Grace, and 
put them out ef cheirc Pain Bui let 
who will be the Means of puttiog anEnd to 
it, Jet them take this withthem as they 
gos Whenever they lay open the Trade, 
they give it away, and the Children of thofe 
Men that puth them upyn it, will Curfe the 
Memory of it —-—— The Reafon is plain, 
Separate Traders can iievér carry ic on, caa 
never Support it, nor can they give any 
Security to the Nition, chac they will do it 
= — This is thetrue Reafun, why 
they would fain perfuade us, that it is Ri- 
~ diculous to ask Security 3 indeed it is Ridi- 
- culous to ask it of them, the Separate Tra- 
ders, becaufé *tis Ridiculous to ask Men 
_ for that whieh is pot intheir Power to give ; 
but I am very fure this Nation will look 
the moft Wildly aad Ridiculoufly to Settle 
i¢ without S-caricy, that ever they look’d 
ja any National Thing they ever did-—— 
And it favours of ftrange Affurance, to 
pretend to fucha Truit withcut a fuitable 
Security. 
Security is the Wore— When the Sepa- 


rate. Traders can give it, no doubt the. 


Partiament will hesr chem  bue till they 
ean find S curity, ora Parliament that will 
throw away che Nation”: Inte:e3, aad take 
no Puyins to fecure theit Advantages to 
PoRterity, tl ibit, Tfay — Tne African 


moo, nor be in any other-manner carriec 
on, than in an Exclufive Company——. 

What Ridiculous and abhorr’d Things 
are every Day offer’d ia Print, againftthis — 
great and main Article of Security, bythe 
Advocates for an open Trade 5 1 touch’d at 
a little in my laft, on this Subje& 3 indeed 
the Company needs no better. Advocates, 
than thofe Gentlemen themfelves, for noj- 
thing can ferveany Caufe more, thanto 


‘have thofe that defend it, fo it by fuch Ab- 


{urdities, as muft make’the World Jaugh 
at them Aad it needs nothing 
more to confirm this Article, than to hear 
them ask, What Security the Duties on 
Trade, which are the Funds laid to borrow 
Money on for the Publick, have, that they 
fhall be fufficieat ? — When every Body 
knows, aid the laft Lottery is a Witaels of 
it, thac a Thereis always an overplus 
thrown in, to provide for Deficiency 
That in the ficft Place fuppofes it will come 
——— 2. The Honour and Faith of Par- 
liament is Engag’d to make good fuch De- 
ficiency, and wichout chefe, no Maa in his 
Wits would lend a Farthing anon che beft 
Parliament Fund thatever waslaid: Yet 
our wife Traders, as if their Trade with 
ali itsUncertainties, could never fall fhort, 
pretend that it is Nonfenfe to ask them 
for any Security —————— I wonder: whe- 
ther any of rtem will have the Affurance to 
ftart this Argument when they come to the 
Houfe of Commons, and whether, if they 
do, they come prepared to be laugh’d 
at? 
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Tride cao never oe laid open and in com- 

HE incomparable Phaifter for Corns fo 
T much approved of, in City and Country 
for keeping the Feet eafie. Is fold at Mrs. 
Garswsys’s at the South Extrance of the Royal 
Exchange, at Mr. Colfton’g at tbe Flower 
de Luce mear Popes Head Alley in Cornbill, 
at Mr. Stephens’; at the Comb wider. St 
Dunftans Church, Fleat{txeet,.and at Mr, 
Woirleck’s next Door to the Devil Tavern at 


er ee 


Temple Bar. AB Toy fhops. Seal'd up with « 
Blacka-moors Head a¢ 12 d. 4 Box with Di- 
re@ions. 
Yefterday was Pubdilth’d, 
HE Britith Vifions, or J/aae Bicker Soff 
Senior; being Twelve Prophecies 
for, the Year 17tr. Sold by john Baker at 
the Black-Boy in Pater-Nofter-Row 3 where 
the Genning ones are only Sold. 
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